TO THE 


Members of the UNION SocCIETY, 


AND 


A conſiderable Number of the Free Burgeſſes, not 
Members of that Aſſociation. 


GENTLEMEN, 


g N it was your unanimous Deſire, that I ſhould pub- 
by liſh ſome Accounts which I this Night laid before 
8 . you, with the Remarks upon them, I. chearfully 

= comply with your Requeſt, as a Teſtimony of my 
1 ſincere Regard, both for the Intereſt and Satis- 
faction of the Town in General. 


I hope it will likewiſe aſſure you, that any Thing which I have 
in Converſation related, reſpecting the Public Concerns of this 
Corporation, has been with Defign to have them put under ano- 
ther, and (I hoped) better Direction. 

When a candid and free Diſcuſſion of public Matters is denied 
Admittance into an Aſſembly of - Gentlemen, who I take to be 
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of Free Burgeſſes, it looks as if arbitrary Power was made the 
Door-keeper; and conſequently diſagreeable to Perſons, not 
Strangers to the Value of thoſe advantageous and pleaſing En- 
joyments which Liberty entitles them to. 5 


I make an Apology for what I now offer to your Peruſal, as 
being more prolix than may be judged neceſſary : However, a 
Deſire td be plainly underſtood by my fellow Burgeſſes, and con- 
ciſeneſs being a Talent I am not Maſter of, will, I hope, 


plead in my Favour. . 
J am, 
GENTLEMEN, 
— : Your humble Servant, 
APRIL 27, 1757- J oſeph Clegg. 


r 


5 


TO THE 


Wor ſhipful the Mayor, Bailiffs and Buz- 
geſſes of the Corporation of Liverpool. 


GENTLEMEN, 
Fee F what I here offer to the Public, ſhould contribute to 
EO IS mitigate the Cenſure of ſome Gentlemen, to whom ! 

7 — ( ſtand ſo nearly related, as a Member of the Common- 
Council ;—if it makes a fatisfaftory Diſcovery of ſome 
Affairs, which they ought to be no Strangers to, and 
at the ſame time obliges my Friends in General, who 


deſire and expect it; then, what I have long wiſhed 
will be accompliſhed, | 


The Grant of the Prizage upon Wines, has many Times been a Subject of 
Debate, both in and out of Council; in which I have had ſo large a Share, 
that I rather chooſe to be thought too prolix, than fall ſhort of plainly 
and clearly explaining it, according to the beſt of my Power. 

A private Account, which I have obtained, (and hope will be looked 
upon as an authentic Copy) will make it appear that Mr. Ralph Peters, 
our late Town-Clerk, had no Demand for Law-Charges in Defence of 
the Corporation, and alſo convince you, that a conſiderable Sum of the 
Public's Money would have been ſunk, if, what was called my Clamour, 
had been ſtopped by the ſevere Rebukes I have met with, where I ought 
leaſt to expect them. 


J am of Opinion you will be ſatisfied, that both Mr. Gildart and Mr. 


LY 


* Colquitt knew they were applying public Money towards the Diſcharge of 
private Debts ; and that it will appear in the Account ſettled in 1754, the 


firſt Article of Credit given for Prizage Money, is from the 25th of March 

1739: So that there are five Years 3 to be accounted for; which, 

by Mr. Colguitt's Account amount to two Hundred and ſixty-nine Pounds. 
This mult ſure ſilence, if not put to the Bluſh, thoſe Gentlemen, Truſ- 


tees for the Public, who have ſo often aſſerted, That Mr. Saluſbury had 
© accounted for every Penny of the Prizage Money, and never put a Far- 
< thing of it into his own Pocket,“ and carry Conviction along with it, 
that they believed he had no Right to it. However, they have further ſaid, 


« that hemight diſpoſe of it as he pleaſed; and that his Aſſigning it to the wad +: ö 
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( 4 ] 
* Public was an Aft of Generofity, for which the Focon ought to conſider them- 
* ſelves obliged to him. | 

I ſhall not enter into an Argument where the Obligation lay; but aſter 
having ſaid, that when the Aſlignment came down, it was found to be 
made to the Mayor, Aldermen and Common Council, not to the Uſe of 
the Burgeſſes in General, —and that a limited Fayour can only be imitled 
to a limited Obligation, — I ſhall content myſelf with ſtating the Caſe juſtly, 
to the beſt of my Remembrance, and leave to every. Perſon the Liberty of 
entertaining ſuch Opinion of it as he pleaſes. gt; 

In 1735 Mr. Brereton. and Mr. Gildart were our Repreſentatives in Par- 
liament, and the Grant for the Priſage being near expiring, they were 
deſired by the Council to procure the Renewal of it. 

In April 1736 there was a Warrant obtained, and ſoon after that a new 
Grant; and when that Seſſion of Parliament was over, Mr. Gr/dart came, 
home, and brought with him the Account of the Expence attending the pro- 
curement of it, which was repaid to him by the Treaſurer. my - 

From 1736 to 1748, there having been no Aſſignment made of it, Mr. 
Gi//art was ſpoke to about it in the Council Chamber, as it was then thought 
high dime it ſhould be aſſigned: 'I hat Gentleman then told us, he was not 
intereſted in the Grant; but believed that General CHelhendely was along, 
with Allr. Brereton, and referred us to Mr. Brereten. | 

The Year after Mr, Brrreten, (then Salaſbury) came dewn, ſpoke of it 
in Council, (after having been reſpectſully reminded of, it) and gave his 
Word and Honour in ES that he would fend down an Aſſigument of it 
when he got to London, and expreſſed Surpriſe that he had not been ſooner 
reminded of it: However it was ſome Years aſter, before the Aſ- 
ſignment came down, or at leaſt ſuffered to appear. 

I ſuppoſe no Gentleman who was a Member of the Council in 1748 will 
{cruple to acknowledge that there was uneaſineſs expreſſed to Mr. Gilzart, 
that the Priſage Grant had not been aſſigned, and that the Year following, 
on the 20th of Ofzber, Mr, Saluſbury mentioned in Council , the ſending 
down an Aſſignment, as before hinted ; and tho' he might intend ſecretly to 
have the Debt (contracted by an Election of a Mayor) diſcharged out of 
that Revenue ; yet he never ſo much as pretended a Claim of Right to the 
Grant: Nay, ſo far from it, that he publicly declared in Council his aſſur- 
ance, that there were not Two Perſons in that Aſſembly capable of thinking 


fo meanly of him, as that he had pocketed the Priſage Money; and as for 
the Perſon who did think ſo of him, he ſaid, he deſpiſed him; repeating the 


Words, and letting the Gentlemen ſufficiently know who he pointed out : 
hut as what is Pocketing and net Pocteting may be a Point of Law fr 
| this 


(5] 
this Caſe, I leave it to the Diſcuſſion of the Gentlemen of the Council, more 
immediately converſant in that Branch of Knowledge, | 

I was denied a Sight of the Aſſignment after it came down; but by a Hint 
(I believe) inadvertantly given out, I had Reaſon enough to believe how 
it was expreſſed, and this occaſioned a Deputation of tive Gentlemen to 
demand a Sight of it, which was obtained, and foon after that a Settlement 
of the Account. 4 

The private Account ſettled in 1744, ſo ſar as it concern'd the Public, 
ought in my Opinion to have been rendered to the Public ; becauſe the Cor- 
poration is made Debtor and Creditor. Private Settlements, and private 
Applications do not comport with the Nature and Deſign of a public Truſt; 
but muſt admit of a ſtrong Suſpicion of illicit I rafficking with public Property. 

If it be found I am miſtaken in any thing I have mentioned, and it be 
ſaid, I ſhould have been more correct; my having for ſeveral Years paſt 
been denied the Inſpection of the Council Book, may, I hope, in ſome 
Meaſure apologiſe for me. | | 

When other Matters relating to the Public come to be taken Notice of, 
(and they cannot, I think, now long eſcape it) the Neceſſity for conſider- 
ing particular Attachments, in the admitting Members into the Council, 
will more fully and clearly appear: And when a Retroſþect into Tranſattions, 
which I am well aſſured ſeveral Gentlemen of the Council are yet Strangers 
to, comes to be entered upon, it is my Opinion an Indemnity may be delired 
to take Preference of a future arbitrary Conduct towards the Burgeſſes; more 
eſpecially, as Diſappointment attended the Expectation of procuring a Patent 
for the ” hers of it, in the memorable Year 1751. 

I have been lately told, that I could be no Stranger to Tranſactions I 
have made mention of, at the Lime they were in Agitation: This J 
took to be as much as hinting, that it was either ungenerous or unjuſt to 
take notice of them at this Diſtance of Lime. Suppoſe I did know of them; 
I beg leave to aſk, whether it is not more honeit and fair, to diſcover a 
known Error, than perſiſt in letting it remain ſo, when it muſt affect the 


Intereſt either of a particular Perſon or a Community? However, I am 
no way ſcrupulous to acquaint the Public, with what I can charge my 


Memory with, 


I know that in October 1 734, the Election of a Mayor was likely to be 


warmly conteſted, and that Money was had from Mr. Colquitt, then Col- 


lector; and all this ſeveral Hundreds knew. belides myſelf : It was at that 


time belicved, there was an Order from above for ſupplying it, and the 
Application of it was then as publicly known and ſpoke of. I took it that Mr. 
Brereton and Mr, Gildart borrowed the Money, but that was only my own 


Conjecture ; 
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Conjecture; and if it was otherways applied, it was no Part of the Secret 
that I was entruſted with : But the Time of Borrowing ſeems to point out 
tne Manner of applying it. | | 

If I bad known the Manner of applying the Priſage Money, I dare venture 
to ſay, it will be readily believed I ſhould not at all have ſcrupled to divulge 
it, at the laſt General tletion of Members to ſerve in Parliament. 

If the Priſage Grant can be looked upon to be Mr. Saluſbury's Property, 
why was there any Money paid to the Corporation Treaſurer, before he 
diveſted himſelf of it, by an often called for Aſſignment ſent down, which 
(if my memory fails not) was not untill 1753. The Priſage Account, 
ſettled in 1754, makes it appear that two Hundred and twenty Pounds 
one Shilling was paid by Mr. Colquitt to the Treaſurer, upon the 18th of 
O#ober 1749; and I think it will baffle Invention itſelf, either to allow Mr, 
Saluſbury, a legal, or an equitable Title to the Priſage Revenue, un- 
l-{s thoſe Members of the Council, at the Time the Requeſt was made 
to Mr. Brereton and Mr. Gitdart, can allow, that it was their Intention to 
have the future Revenue of the Priſage applied to an Uſe, fo far from being 
}uſtifiable, as not to bear being made an Entry of in the Public's Books. 

I have ſaid, the Public paid the Charge _— the Grant; and for 
'I'ruſtees after that to employ the Money ariſing by Virtue of it, to ſupport 
an Election againſt a Part of the Burgeſſes, was attacking them with 
their own Money; and muſt conſequently place T ruftees in ſuch a Light, as 
1 chooſe rather to leave the Burgeſſes with themſelves to Suggeſt, than make 
mention of, a 2 

I ſee nothing to convince me otherways, than that the Four Hundred and 
ninry-eight Pounds nine Shillings is a Debt due to the Corporation from 
Sanne, and if a Regard for the Intereſt of Mr. Saulſbury was ſuch, that 
4, Colguitt declined to ſtate that Affair in it's proper Light, leaſt the De- 
( muſt now give it that Term) of that Sum, at that critical Juncture, 
which was intended by Mr. S$4/u/bury to deceive the Compromiſers ſhould . 
be conſidered as a Bribe to engage their Silence : It is now their Buſineſs, 

_ and-ſhould be their Care, to prevent Aſperſions being Caſt upon their Con- 
duct, as their declared Conditions ſeem to be defeated; and it ought not 
to affect the Public's Right to the Money: For their Property is not to be 
bartered away, tho? it may happen to be fported witn. Rs 

I hope it will appear, upon examining the private ſtated Accounts, that 
the Corporation was in Statu que when the Money was Borrowed; and 

| that Mr. Peters had not any paid to him after he was dead, nor to any one 

18 elſe for the Uſe of his Family; and that the Prizage was very little out of 
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Repair at Lanca/ler, when Mr. Mercer with fo trifling a Sum as one Pound 


thirteen Shillings and Six- pence could put it to Rights; being ſcarce in pro- 


portion to a Cobler's puting a Stitch into an old Shoe, 

If it appears I have made a faithful and juſt Report of the Manner in 
which this Priſage Affair has been conducted, and how the Money ariſing 
from it has been applied; and if I have been any way Inſtrumental to have 
the future Income of it converted to other and better Purpoſes, than bein 
a reſerved Fund to anſwer any Ends prejudicial to the Burgeſſes Rights; 
hope I ſhall not be liable to Cenſure, except from ſuch as (by n eſent- 
ment) declare I have diſappointed ſecret Intentions ; and that there were ſuch, 
the Extract of the Letter I have now laid before you, is ſufficient Evidence. 

If the Scheme therein laid down had been no way defeated, but fully 
carried into Execution, then the Priſage Money received from 1734 to 
1750, (which amounts to one Thouſand two Hundred and ninety-faur Pounds 
ten Shil, ings) would in all probability have been ſunk ; not only ſo, but 
the farther Income of it, from that time to the End of the Term of thirty- 
one Years, from 1736: For, as apparent Force or Compulſion, not 
Inclination, procured an Aſſignment, I may rationally conclude it would 
not have been done at all; and then, whether Mr. Saluſbury's Repre- 
ſentative would have declined to accept what would have been in his Power 
to command, may be beſt judged of by thoſe who are more intimately ac- 

uainted with him: However, upon the whole, I conſider it as a lucky 


cape. 

That I have been treated very coarſely, and with great Indecency of 
Expreſſion, both in and out of the Council Chamber, is very publicly known : 
But ſuch Treatment carries not Conviction that I am deſerving of it. If 
any Objection lies againſt what I have and do write, reſpecting the Public's 
Concerns, let me be as publicly anſwered and confuted ; otherways, ſilence 
will be looked upon, as ſetting the Seal to the Truth of it; and may 
become a ſtron Þlea with others, againſt a Legi/lative Authority reſting in a 

Common Council, without the ** and Conſent of the Burgeſſes, 
when the Merits of the Cauſe come to be heard in a Court of Judicature, 
and greatly endanger Upright Conduct ſuffering a Non- ſuit. 

In every Step I have taken, which has occaſioned ſo much Reſentment, 
it is to be allowed, I have acted in a public Character, as a Member of 
the Common Council, intruſted with the Management of the Public's. 
Affairs; and, their perſiſting in it will make no Proſelyte of me, nor anſwer 
any other end, that I know of, but betraying both a want of Senſe and 
Good Manners in thoſe who continue to behave in that Way, 
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I have 


=; : 
: 
: 
„ 
' 
: 
« *1. 
5 
11 
{ 
ſ 
3» 
* 
5 
: 
b 
"i 
| 1 
1 


— . —j̃H —— > e.g. ny — 2 = ow 


. - = — 
22 
* a. mum * 2 — — — — — * = 

- — — - — 

; Xx — — — 6 — — 
— — 2 

— — — — EMREERRT — — 2 — — — my ax — 

—— - ——— you 


- N. 
_ 
— 
— - ——  - 9828 — A. 
i — 


—— a cow 


[8] 

I have laid before you the Private Account ſettled in 1744, with the 
General Account ſettled in 17 54 ; allo the abſtract of a Letter dated in 1736, 
containing the Scheme laid down for applying the Money : But how far 
Mr. Co/quitt was made a Party, or by what Authority he conducted the Ap- 
plication of it, is the Province of that Gentleman to explain; and I preſume 
the Public have a Right to expect it from him. | | 

The Direction and Management of this Affair furniſhes a ſtrong and 
lively Idea, how greatly favourable Regard gets the Aſcendant, when ſirong 
Prejudices unfortunately appear in oppolition ; and by that means gradually, 
but imperceptibly, become a blind Guide. That the Gentlemen, to whoſe 

Care the ſettling the Priſage Account in 1754 Was entruſted, 4 45 

began five Years later than they ſhould have done, or that they, #now:ngly, 
gave a wrong Title to the Ballance, thereby deſigning to evade Truth, I 
am far from either believing myſelf, or deſiring to impoſe upon the Credu- 
lity of others; for I have that Opinion of their Veracity, as ſatisfies me 
they would neither do it themſelves, nor give Countenance, by a tacit 
Submiſſion, if attempted to be done by others. abi 
There are, in my Opinion, other Branches of the Public Revenue, (or 
at leaſt what ſhould be ſuch) to be taken Notice of, and much better to 
be adjuſted in an amicable than a litigated manner; and as I preſume Mat- 
ters are come to that Criſis, that one method or other muſt now take 
Place, my Judgment pleads in favour of the former, by which Means a 
Kies may be occaſionally introduced; the latter does not admit the uſe 
of it. * 8 
Previous to the two Priſage Accounts, I lay before you the extract of 
the Letter I have made mention of, ſhewing the Scheme and the Ground- 
work on which to erect the Superſtructure of arbitrary Power; and, if you 
pleaſe, you may conſider the alphabetical Liſt of Perſons, and how they 
705 at the laſt general Election, as an intended Corner-ſtone in that 
abric. | | 8 


 Extratt of a Letter from Richard Gildart Efquire, to his Friend in 
: tows LIVERroOL. On | | 


WE EE 9 © London, 24th April, 1736. 


“ That which I did mention to you was the Priſage; we have got a 
&«& Warrant out for making us the Deed for 'Thirty-one Years, from the 
« Duke of Rutland: The Holidays are it's not to be finiſhed till 
< the Week aſter the Holidays. Weintend it to be in the Mayor, Alder- 


men, 


[9] 


« men, and Common Council; the laſt was Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſe 
„% which makes the Diſpute, Te | 9 

« If we have it as we intend, we can then diſpoſe of it ourſelves, to what 
« uſe we pleaſe ; and by it we can, I hope, pay all our Law Debts, and 
& be a good Refuge on any Occaſion, as we may want it. 

Pray don't mention it to any Perſon whatever, leaſt the Mayor, &c. 
© ſhould throw in a Petition to the Duke, deſiring, if he pleaſes, to grant 
6 that it may be as was before; and then we may loſe the Advantage 
&© hoped to make of it: Therefore pray be ſilent in it. I am, 


Sir, your humble Servant, 
Richard Gildart. 
By publiſhing the above Extract I defire to make a few Remarks, on 


which you may paſs ſuch Degree of Cenſure, as you may judge they 


deſerve. 


In what Light muſt the two Members appear to yon, when I acquaint 
you, that there was a generous Subfcription enter'd into to fupport the 
Election of a Mayor, previous to the Requeſt made to them to get the 
Prifage Grant renew'd; and this done with aV iew to ſerve the Intereſt of thoſe 
Gentlemen! Can Honour, or Honefty, adorn the minds, or have a pretence 
to become a Plea for their entering into a Combination to rob (it deſerves 
no better Epithet) their moſt kind Conſtituents of a part of their Public 
Eſtate, to reimburſe themſelves, not their Friends who were Contributors 
—_— with them for the fake of ſerving their Intereſt. 266 


working the known Intention of their Friends, after they had ſollicited 
their Intereſt to procure the renewal of the Grant in favour of the Public, ts 
have it fecretly calculated to ferve Private Purpoſes, and one of them of 
the worſt kind; ſtiling it a good Refuge on any Occaſion ® Good cannot be 
the true intent and meaning of the Sentence; becauſe good and upright 
Conduct, and adhering to the Charter Laws, will always be a ſure Re- 
fuge for us, 28 x Common Council: But the rt part of the Para- 
graph declates What was intended, and that it was to defraud the Public of 
Port of their Eftate, and make their moſt ſteady Friends their Dapes, and 
ook, to enable their accompliſhing the Scheme, This is not gueſſing at 
random; for the Account render'd by Mr. Colquitt privately, in 1744, is 
-an undeniable Demonſtration of the act, When the Scene of Manage- 
mein 


23 it not a proſtitution of their Honour and Veracity, in counter- 


[vel - 

ment came to be opened, it appear'd, (contrary to the 8 of the 
Gentlemen of the Council) that any Centleman, except the Members, was 
made a Partner in the Grant, until between twelve and thirteen Years after 
the ſaid Grant was obtained; it was then diſcover'd that General Chol- 
mondely was intereſted in it: But the General himſelf was a Stranger to it 
at that diſtance of time ; and from the Year 1734 to 1744, all the Money 
which came into the Hands of Mr. Colquitt, (who, I believe, by an Order 
of Council received the Priſage Revenue) was brought to the Credit of a 
3 Account, for Money borrawed to ſupport the Election of a 

ar. | bp 

Ie can be no Embelliſhment to the Memory of the principal Grantee, 
that about fiſteen Years after the Grant was obtained, he was in a manner 
compelled. to make an Aſſignment of it; and in doing fo kept ſtrictly to- 
the firſt Intention, it being made to the Mayor, Aldermen and Common 
Council; for which two Reaſons are aſſigned: The firſt is, To pay off 
ſome pretended Debts for Law Charges, but in reality an Election Debt, 
as appears by the. Account; the other is, T hat it might be a Fund, in the 
Power of the Council only, as a good Refuge, on any future Occaſion, as 
it might be wanted, _ — „FCC 
Tdis is the firſt Diviſion, or Separation, that I find made of the Public 
Eſlate, between, the Burgeſſes at Large and the Burgeſſes of the Council ; 
but as His Majeſty was pleaſed graciouſly to renew the Grant, and the 
Public paid the Thang and Expence attending it, it appears that the Title 
ought to veſt in the Corporation, and that the Grantees were only veſted 
with this Title in Truſt for the right Proprietors ; ſo that Mr Saluſbury 
and his Friend could have neither a. legal nor an. equitable. Title to it. If 
this is the Caſe, then the Rents and Profits ariſing from this Branch of the 
Public Eſtate, (fo far as they were applied to Mr. Saluſbury's uſe) ought to 
be refunded, and by obliging him, (tho' at a critical Juncture, when Fear 
got the better of Inclination) to pay the Sum of £498 9 o was doing no- 

ing more, or leſs, than equal Juſtice both to him and the Public, and 
reduced the Ballance of that Branch into a much narrower Compaſs, which 
may, in time, engage ſome Gentlemen to wiſh it had not been paid back 
to him. } | | * 

J cannot avoid entertaining an Opinion, that it will require the Skill of 
an eminent and judicious Mafter in Sophiſtry to reconcile it either to the 
Gentlemen of the Council or the Burgeſſes at Large, that Regularity, 
without Perplexity, has conducted the managing and ſettling the Priſage 
Account from 1734 to 1750 e ee 


(n] 


It is not à contemptuous Treatment of me that will avail thoſe, who 
behave after that manner, to perſuade the Public to believe I am wrong ; 
becauſe, as a Member of the Council, I claim a juſt Right to deliver m 
Sentiments ; and whether my Contemners 8 my doing ſo to rise 
from a worthy or baſe Principle, it little affects the Public; nor is it now 
matter of much concern to me: My Contemners may place it to either 
Account, if they can but pleaſe themſelves : But their aſſenting to, or 
denying, what I have advanced as Facts, is what the Gentlemen concern'd 
are hereby called upon to do, and the Public have likewiſe a Right to de- 
mand it, as it is an Affair wherein their Intereſt is concern'd. 

If what I have ſaid affects the Credit or Reputation of particular Perſons, 
or a Community, that can be no Fault of mine, if it proves true; for in 
my Situation, as a Truſtee, it would be criminal in me not to do it. 

I it be alledged, I ought to have done it ſooner than at this diſtance of 
time; that it appears rather a Sign of a vindictive Spirit than a deſire to 
ſerve the Public ; I have this Anſwer to give, That had I done it ſooner, 
I ſhould have wanted ſome neceſſary Materials to complete my Apparatus, 
having no Aſſiſtance from the Public's Perſons, Papers or Records. 
It che Gentlemen will but refle& upon ſeveral Tranſactions in Council, 
| ſince they were admitted Members of the Senatorial Truſt; ſome of them 
will have a large Field to range in, and a great variety of Events muſt of 
courſe” recur to their Remembrance. Hopes and Fears, Succeſſes and Diſ- 
| appointments, good Report and bad Report, Regularity and Irregularity, 
Determinations and Contradictions, Worthy and Scandalous Actions, make 
up ſuch a Mixture as cannot fail being Matter of Amuſement : and none 
can be hurt by a Reflection of this kind, as 9 thing approved or cen- 
ſured is only in the Breaſt of the Reflector, may ſtand him in good 
ſtead, if a fixed Reſolution is adher'd to, to make his ' own unbiaſſed 
| Reaſon a Rule to go by, in the future Government of his Conduct: And 
I give it heartily, ſincerely, and truly, as my Opinion, That the ſum- 
moning the Burgeſſes to a public Meeting, or, in other Words, to hold 
a Common Hall, will neither occaſion Riot nor Tumult, but be the moſt 
probable means to prevent it; for thereby a ſelect number of Gentlemen 
may be appointed, with the Gentlemen of the Council, to take into their 
deliberate Conſideration the conſtitutional Laws of the Corporation, and 
thereby be enabled to conſtitute and make ſuch By-Laws and Orders, in 
Writing, as may be lobked upon and judged to be the moſt conſiſtent, 
wholeſom, and neceſſary, for the future good Government of the Town ; 
and as the Charter Laws may be ſuppoſed to be better known than in 
tiine- paſt, the Ruſt of Ignorance may be gently ſcaled off, Errors in Judg- 


ment 
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ment rectified, and Conduct ariſing from both, prevented being ſcrutinized 


into, farther, chan to avoid future Inconveniences to the Community. 
This I hope will be looked upon preferable to purſuing Meaſures which 
may ſerve to irritate and inflame the Minds of thoſe, whoſe reſpectful De- 
portment to the Magiſtracy and Council, entitles them to be regarded as. 
a reſpectable Body. | . | 6 
If nothing is amiſs, then nothing will require altering or amending; if 
etherways, and the worſhipful the Mayor continues to difregard. the Bur- 


gefles Application, he lays. himſelf open to the Law, and neceſſitates them 
to ſeck Redreſs that way: The good. Refuge is now an Ignis Fatuus, un- 


leſs he finds it in his own Purſe. | 7 

The artful Scheme to rob the Public Eſtate, with the deceitful Man- 
ner of impoſing _ the Credulity of Perſons, to give Sanction to its 
being carried into Execution, as, it is now. I hope clearly expoſed to pub- 


lic View, in a juſt and fair Light, leaves the Gentlemen who have been 
thus deceived, no other method of eſcaping the juſt Cenſure of the Public, 


that I can think of, than declaring their Ignorance and. Deteſtation of a 
Deſign in itſelf ſo. deſtructive of the Rights of the Burgeſſes. | 


The having the Conſtitutional Laws of the Corporation made the Rule 


of Government, is like a Star which darts a bright Ray to every Quarter; 
it enables the Community in general to ſhew - a diſtinguiſhing Regard 


for thoſe Perſons, in whoſe Management, and under whoſe Direction, 


they truſt the Public's Concerns ; and entitles them to more particular 
Marks. of their Conſtituents Eſteem for them; it, guards ever Pe | 
diſtinguiſhed, from being embarraſſed. with. a low, {laviſh D 
He may. be, what he deſires to be thought, a Free Agent. 


If the Conſtitutional Laws are any way defeCtive ; if a greater Extent. 
of reaſonable Privileges is thought neceſſary to 8 for, the concur- 
tion to ſuch Applica- . 


rent Sentiments of the Burgeſſes gives the belt 
tion. | | | 

When the Rights and Privil 
neral, but Individuals, appear to 


. 


fuſes a.rational Pleaſure and Satisfaction to the Contmunity, and is the 


gs, not only of the Community in ge- 
| cheriſhed and ſupported; at the fame-. 
time that it gives a luſtre to the Reputation. of their Guardians, it dif- 


erſon thus 
ependence : 


* 


moſt 7 procuring cauſe of Bleſſings, more ſenſibly experienced. than 
expr | 


d. I am, | 
x Gentlemen, Your humble Servant, 


e ee Joſeph Clegg 


13 


P. $. This is far from being the only Depredation made upon the 


Public's Revenue, in one Shape or other ; of which ſeveral Gentlemen. 


of the Council, if they pleaſe, can inform you from their own Knowledge 
and Experience: 'Tho' they may not appear weighty, conſider'd ſepatate- 


ly, yet bulk them together, they will appear to be ſuch Gleanings as no Body. 


would diſdain to pick up in an honeft Way. 
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Dr. Corporation of Liverpool, 
17 34+ IRA . » 1 1 | | 
** | NN ; . | x : L. J. A. 
September 27th, To Caſh lent per Mr. Wilcock' Note, 100 oO 00 
October 4th, To Ditto per Mr. Carr's Note, - - 100 oo oo 
6th, To Ditto per Mr. Brereton's Note, - - - 100 oo oo 
8th, To Ditto per Mr. Wilcock's Note, - - - 100 oo oo 
12th, To Ditto per Mr. I rafford's Note, - 100 oo co 
1733. 15th, To Ditto per Mr. Brereton's Note, - - - 210 oo oo 
'- 0" I5th, To Mr. Gill, by the aforeſaid Order,, - 25 6 10 
June 2½, To Mr. Mercer's Bill of Law Charges i 6 IG 
defending the Priſage at Lancaſl 13 
L. 747 00 04 


To Intereſt on the ſeveral Sums, as they remained due, after 
the partial Payments are con/tantly deducted, BON F 282 11 02 


* 
* 
— 


tel 


[15] 


+ 1 - - - - - - - 269 oo oo 
ede Ea Ede Haben db - 296 00 O0 


L. 565 00 o 


0 2225 Colquitt, Collector, += 
55 7 + Po NT 
1732, December 14th, By received 46 — Mr. Wilcock by Caſh, 105 oo 00 
17.34, November 29th, By Mr. Gildart's ſecond Subſcription, 25 ©O o 
January 14th, By Mr. Brereton's for the ſame, - = 80 co co 
By Priſage from 18th of October? , "3 0 0 
L734, to ditto 1735, = = 9 
17355 I 23d, By Ar. Hamilton's ſecond Subſcription, 15 00 00 
By A. Moorcroft. 10 00 co 
By Priſage frem October 1735 to 8 
Debt 1736, - - = ies oe 
By Ditto from October 1736 to FO 
Odtober 17 WEST NES | ba 20 oo oo 
Ditto ne U t L 
Doping 799 } » go 99 
By Ditto from Aoder 17 38, to | 
770 K 4 „ . WI. l 
ebruary 14. u. Wilkinſon, an Out- ) EN 
Tue i Priſage, for Mr. Norton, - 5 r 15 oo oo 
| By Mr. Armitage Prija + at Lancaſter, oo oo o 
5 | | By Mr. Steers fron 18th of October ! ok 
1 7 14 to O 15 1740 22 
y Priſage from October 1740, to 
5 ; cy 41, 80 c t 78 00 00 
| | By Priſage from October 1741, to 
hes 1742, = - = c + Bo oo oo 
By Ditto from October 1745 to 1 
October 17 743 8 0 + - 50 oo oo 
By Ditto from Aober 1 4 
October 1744, "TIP 80 +. 70 oo o 
1742, May 20th, By Mr. Brereton, per Bill, = = = 100 oo oo 
September 25th, By Ditto = - - 100 oo o 
Balance £, 29 II 6. — | 
2 6 £. 1000 00 o 
+ 
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The Account, of which the above is a Copy, was given both to Mr. 
Brereton and Mr, Gildart at different Times; for which Reaſon it will 
admit of being ſuggeſted, that one Way or other-they were both interefted 


in it. 

If Mr. Gildart was not intereſted, he knew of it, and it plainly appears, 
the Corporation Eſtate neither was, nor intended to be benefited by it: But 
that the Money was to have been ſunk in the Bottomleſs Fit, if upon an 
after Occaſion Clamour had not got the Better of Upright Conduct: And in 
1755, when it was propoſed in the Public Council, to have a Vote paſſed 
to repay Mr. Saluſtury the four Hundred and .ninety-eight Pound nine 
Sbillings, which he had paid into the Treaſurer's Hands, for the Uſe of the Cor- 
poration.z the Gentlemen immediately concerned in rendering and receiving 
the above Account, publicly declared that they verily believed he had paid the 
Money in his own Wrong. However I crave leave to ſay, That l veril 
believe they would not have made ſo ample a Confeſſion of their Faith in 


this Point, if they had not at the ſame time as verily believed that this 


Account had not been among the Acts of Oblivion, except betwixt them- 
Aelves: And now, as it is my Turn again; I verily believe, not one 
Gentleman of the Council, (except as before excepted) knew any thing 
of this Account, until a very few Weeks from this Time. | | 


Errers in Belief, when proved, excepted by 


Joſeph Clegg. 
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Account of Priſage from 25th of Rh 1739, 70 25th 75 


Dr. March 17 50. 
| | s. L 
1749 October 18, Paid Mr. * 


zived at Liverpool, 845 10 00 Pole, per Mr.Colquitt, F 220 o 00 
Ditto at Preſton, = 99 00 OO || Paid ditto per J. Clegg, 18 00 oo 
Ditto at Lancaſter, 81 oo 00 1752 Ne 
ay 30, Faid aitto per 
4 r, Colquitt, a 3 e 
In . hands, - 239 oo oo 
By paid My. R. Peters 
(Town- Clerk ) by My. 
Colquitt, tewwards 
Law Charges in de- 498 og ©» 
ending Proſecutions 
carried on againſt the 
— — Corporation. 
L. 1025 10 oo o || 


L. 1025 10 00 


— 


| Priſage received by Mr. Colquitt not brought into the 
* above Account, viz. 


From October 18th 1734, to October 18th 1735, 


- - - 90 co oo 
From Ditto 1735, to Ditto 1730, - 20 o oo 
From Ditto 1736, to Ditto 1737. - =- - 20 o0 00 
From Ditto 1737, to Ditto 1738, - - - - 9O oo oo 
Fram Ditts 1738, to Ditto 1739, = = - - 49 oo 00 

L. 269 00 00 


rr . TS 


F. fuel Hands, 17 54+ 


1739 Robert Armitage, - =« '- 
T7340 Brecutors of Ar. Steers, L. 49 
11742 Grecttor's of Mr. Carr, 
1743 41r. Frifftord, - . 
1744 Executors of Mr. Brooks, 


8 


- 


4 


PQ oO, 


"SV 


1744 Ar. Pritchard, .. 

13747 Mr. Shaw, - < = 
1749 MriClegp, - -  - - om = = = 

Wh. Colquitt, 6." "SDA #44. a. I <0, 6 
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N. B. Mr. Shaw, ſoon after. his Mayoralty applied in Council, and ſe- 
veral times afterwards to know who he was to pay the eighteen Pound to, 
but could not get an Anſwer, J. Clegg, as he had an Account open with 
the Corporation, brought the nine Pound to the Credit of that Account 
hen he received it; which was not untill after his Mayoralty expired, 


from Lancaſter a ſingle Priſage. 


By comparing the private Account, ſettled in, 1744, with the 7 Ac- 
count of Priſage from the 25th of March 1730 to the 25th of March 17 50, 
ſettled in 1754, there is a probability of clearing up ſome Points which 

ſermato appear dark aud intricate, ſa as ta want explaining, bye being inter- 

Woven. (tf | 

y the Settlement» of the private Acgaunts,itſeems as if na Retipſpect 

imo abe Priſage Revenue from 17 34 to 4744 — — intended Pech . 

'2 meanzithe-Sum of five Hundred and ſixtyafive Pounds of that Mare "2a i 

have deen ſoſt to the Corporation; and the manner in which the Aſſign- 

mentof the riſage Grant was made, appears intended to give a Sanction 
to ſuch management. | | | 

When the, riſage Revenue was to be. inſpeted, and an Account ſtated , 

in 17544» who directed where. to begin the Inquiſition ? I do not know ; 

nor was itthought-prudent-taagmit me to be one of the Inſpectors : . But it 

could-not-beginiaiter-the Year 1730, becauſe it-was known in whoſe keep- 

ing _ Priſaxtdloney.reveized. Hm 4 30.5 4540 % and that it was not 


ST. 


The eighteen Pounds, paid by Mr. Willinſon for Priſage Money received. 
by Mr. Norton, was not an Article in Mr. Colquitt's Account exhibited in. 
1754, tho' brought to Credit in the private Account; but remembred and 

_ r. Kelſall ſent to about it, who came and produced Mr. Colguitt's Receipt 

or it. 

Ie Inquiſition made in 1754 cauſed all the Articles on the Credit Side 

of the private Account below the Sum ſorty- nine Pounds, which relate to 

the Public (for I take no notice of other Articles) being accounted for in 

both Accounts, and amount to two Hundred and ninety-ſix Pound. 
Tho” I have ſtated and explained the TWO Accounts, as well as I am able, 
yet I do not publith them with that Air of Authority, as to put the Stamp 

of Infallibility upon then, for I have no Originals to produce: However, 

if what I have done proves productive of a Re- examination, I care not how. 

Critically that. Work is conducted... 1 


NINCE ſending this to the Preſs, a Gentleman has been fo kind to 
6 intimate his Apprehenſion of a Miſtake I had made, by ſaying, it was 
— che Deſire of the Union Society that I ſhould publiſh the Accounts; as 
he had been ſpeaking to ſeveral of the Principal Gentlemen of that Body, who 
declared they knew nothing of it; and, had they been made acquainted with 
it, they ſhould not have approved of it's being done : Who theſe. Principal 

Gentlemen were, I did not preſume to enquire ; but I dare ſay, I ſhall ſtand 
juſtified in what I have mentioned, and luckily by a conſiderable Number of 
Perſons not Members of that Aſſociation, then preſent, and likewiſe 
aſſenting. f 

I ſhall be thankful to the Gentleman himſelf, or any other, to point out 
Errors of greater Conſequence, if ſuch appear; and I aſſure them I will 
as readily and publicly acknowledge them, as they can defire I ſhould. . 


E INI S. 
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